CYCLE ROAD TEST:

Dalesman 125cc Enduro

he 125c¢ Dalesman has an Austrian

Puch engine assembled into an English
chassis and s distributed in the States via
Cilens Falls, N.Y, If you were to make a
travel ngency-i ype poster al Yorkshire, En-
gland in the same van as the bull fight or
gypay-dancer-with-rose-in-mouth posters
of Spain, there would be a pastoral seene
with a woolly sheep and 2 huge hog shar-
ing hunch in a pasture boanded by a waist-
high' stome fence and dotted with stumpy
onks. Acrosy the stone fence would loom
your standard Yorkshire barn, an edifice
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A highstrung thoroughbred
of a bike—although
big and tall it
weighs next to nothing, giving
its 125ccs much punch.

wilh stome walls two fesd theck and & h|g||_
poaked roal, The Dalesman faclory & in
that barn. Floored and hghied and heated,
the barn houses Peter Edmondson's neigh-
bors as they peck therr way ardamd piles of
frames, forks, and Engines

Being one of the best trinks nders in his
region, Edmondson built the first Diales-
mafn [or his personal mount in the new
I2%cc elass that the English started a cou-
ple of years ago, A lot of people saw the
biloe and Hleed it [t was simple, strong, and
awfully light. And it won some trals One

125ccMX/125ccTrals

day Joel BEobert had s slnck spot in his
World Championship Motocross series
aml stopped by o see the Dalesman. Raoh-
ert took one of the bikes home to Belgium
with him and was so impressed with it that
he talked Peter Edmondson mio making s
maotoerass version. The world champion
viunleered o do the development nding
in the off ssasaon.

Development was just completed on the
Modocross last winter, when a couple of
Americans from Glens Falls, N.Y. (who
had just Bought the Greeves franchise for
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{Top Left) Motanmenabitine: to puld phe pramarng odin,

The Dalesman is for good enduro
riders: fast handling for the
guy with quick reflexes; lots

of power for the rider who can keep

it on the pipe; and reliability

for the man who knows how to take

care of his bike while he
banzais it through the bushes.

Juent wermove 7 serews and e cluech cable.
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and ay waler-reriTiant 48 any we W hened,

{Lower Lafl] The qualiy and flniak & ihe dig-cat
ek, i, and head are bemanifil

{Lower Right) The fest ke had @ Biwg cartc larer
Bikes il carry e Mo Aol Comomminic.

the Eastern ULS.) were in England scouting
for some lighter machiness to All oot their
hine. Bon Jeckel and John Trmbull Liked
what they saw in Yorkshire and brooght
the U5 franchise for Dalesman home
with them to surprise their third partner,
Mike Mitchell.

With the Jeckel Indusincs order im his
pocket, Peter Edmomdson cut & deal with
the local banker and the partnership or-
dered the companents for the Arst produc-
tion run, Dowsn the rosd, Jim Les ondered
pales of chrome-moly tubing nod toobsd up
to make the fromes in quaniity. At the
time, in anather corner of Lee's shop,
stacks of aluminum started becoming
hnmdmade gas tonks and &ir cleaner baxes.
Down the road 1n the other direction, a
restoner of classic cars began producing the
seats. When the engines began arniving
| from Puch, Peter Edmoendzon's other
nu::ighbnn began halting the piles al parts
together.

From Jeckel's firsi shipment, we chose
the Endure maodel for oar main test. The
Endura is a shightly de-tuned Motocross
meadel, and as such, ks an expernt’s machine
In building a machine for an accomplished
rider, a manufacturer can make design
compromises that would be unthinkahle in
a mass-markeied bike. IT a rider knows
how pod to abuse his mount, lots of the
components can be made mach lighter.
And the power characteristics can be ad-
justed o be less forgiving

The Dalesman Endure 15 a beautiful
bike—if you subscribe 1o the concept that
| form follows function, I1's all business,

with scant attention paid io superfluous

styling. The frame is comiposed of preces of

|_|,|_I:|-'r|1; that are hand-welded together with
| qimp'lc gussets renforcing the siressed ar-
exs. A straight piece of 1V-inch diameler
tubing runs back under the tank to form
the backbone. Twin J4-inch tubes drop
from the steering head, cradle the engine,
and swing back up behind the enging to
juin the hackbone under the rear of the
tank. A typical pyramid assembly of the
same size lubing prajecis rearward from
the backbome and cradie bes 1o suppont
the st and shock absorbers. Simple G-
inch plate gusaets bati-welkdeod to the cradle
tubes form the eapgine mounts. A tubs run-
ming through the resr engine mount plates
is the pivol housing for the swingarm. An.
ather tube passes perpendicularly through
the cradle tubes under the engine. Con-
necting the ends of this last tube with the
| outboard ends of (he swingarm pivol are &
pair of quaner-inch-thick steel plates that
miake the swingarm pivol extremely rigid
and also serve 88 footrest mounts. This is
an extremely pood design, for foolrests on
5 woodds bike are forever gelting Smashed.
It"s mice when the footrests can be qusckly
removed o be repaired or replaced with-
ot o ot of hassle. Too, when the footrest
is atinched directly to the [rame, as an
| some makes, the frame can easly be dain-
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aged when the footrest takes a biow. The | high-guality valve allows gas to flow inlo | casy to tun a tight circle or even stop for &
frame 15 painted British Racing Green and | the 26mm Bing side-float carb {most sub- | short time without having b pab your food
the swingarm plates are cadmium pluted. | sequent bikes will have 26mm Amal Con- | down. Low isn't quife low enough for real-
Complementing the simple good looks of | centrics). You food the float bowl with a | Iy slow speed-picking along, as in trials, A
i | the frame are the gas tank and air cleaner | button on its top for cold-engine starts. | bike with identical gearing and equipped
i box. Both containers are hand formed of | Since there is no switch, all thar's left is to | with the sauff-can exhast system hnd
malleable aluminum alloy and have tang- | give a couple of prods on the high-mount- | more torque at low speeds and was easier
sten-mnert gas welded seams. Attractively | ed kickstart lever on the right side. The | to ride on steep, very slippery trails.
mounted fenders, along with fork slider | pipe began to growl on the first or second Getting out infto wooded felds, with
{ tubes and wheel hubs, complete the light | kick throughout the test. Two cxhanst sys- | rocks and jumps in the rough trails, the
alloy chassia parts, lems are available; nn expansion chamber | Enduro was at ifs best, Low gear peaks ot
We got our first hard ride on the Enduro | with a silencer tip and & trials-type snuf® | 17 mph and second takes you up bo 28
at Ron Jeckel’s bome, in the foothills of | can, the latter stuffed with fiberglass. Our | mph before the engine stops pulling. Thae
the Adirondacks. The strongest impression | machine had the expansion chamber and, | gives you a fairly good range for miermi-
one gets upon straddling the Dolesman is | even with the silencer, was quite lowd. tent charging. As the trails open up, third
14 tremendons amount of ground clear- The engine warmed quickly and throttle | gear takes you 1o 44 mph and fourth tops
ance. The Footrests are the lowest part on | response evened out. Clutch lever pressure | out at 54 mph.
the bike and they're over 11 inches from | is light and one push down on the alloy Handling is astonishingly good. The
the grownd with a rider sliting on the rath- | shift lever with your kel ool engages low high engine placing gives some similar-
er hard ssddle. We noticed that the foot- | without any loud clashes. Riding around in | sized machines a topheavy feel, but the
rests fodd back against hairpin springs and | low, we were immediately impressed with | Dalesman's Puch mill is so light (45
are serrated 1o give good footage. A single | the bike's incredible balance. It's fairly (Comnimined on page 74)
DALESMAN 125cc ENDURD
i Price, suggested retail .. .......... East Coast, POE £750
iy P | e RN Lo e R 275 In % 21 0n,
| 1 AR L R (e B L E Tk ety BB E ) e g | LB
5 Bk, front oo .00l P e R T B B T
T o R e R W B
Brake swept area L .., . ... e e e AR 8 FE A e 1 Ty

Specific brake loading . . . . ... B.5 Ib/sg. in., ot tess weight

Enging type ... ...... ... .. Piston-port two-stroke singla
Bare and stroke .., ... 20600, x 2,04 in,, 55mm x 5&mm
Piston displacermant ... ..oovevrnnnnns 7.5 cu. in., 124cc
| Comprassion ratio . . . . M i g e
2™ T ] 1o Tt S S (1] 28mm Bing or Amal
Airfiltration: ..o . e SR I, [ e Ty
TR RN, i o ey s e e e wa e o BOSCH E. T, magnaio
| L e R e e e~ M
Moty 1000 Fpm, TOR08EF & . covu s s el T 3] |
B e et e s e i M N P 1.8 gal.
I e e T e o e R S,
Gear rathas, overall .. .. 01 37720 218 (3) 145 (4) 11,6
R e e B4 in,
' Seat height . . _. ., feeeeenrenenses e 315 in., with rider
Ground CIBarancs , . ¢ . ov s v v o e s V1.2 00, with rider
Curbweight . ..., ... B710 (197} Ibs,, with ¥-tank of gas
TSt waint o svrmmnn i rnm e e o S7 (b, with ridar
T e R T L i L |
Topmnmd ... irrennnrneessnnes. B mph 88000
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Other Dalesman Versions for Motocross and Trials:

o u, g o

hafesman Trials for
SOFASRE FiTers

¢ s o .
Dailepman  Motocrom
® The Motocross is basically the same as dirt sager mdel
ths Enduro, but has a more powerful,
higher revving engine, Compression ralio
is raised 1o 120 by lowenng the cylmder
hesd, 5 26mm carh replacet a 23mm, and a
downswept expansion chamber 5 mcked
up under the engine. All the other physical
paris af the bike are the ame as the Endu-
riv model

You woukld thmk that, since the Endiara

was developed from the Motedross, the Serious
Motocross would b= vastly better or s lightweight
particular purpase. Bul the woods piding ] i

enduro sector of the sport is undergoing a competition bikes
dynamic change nf this time. The general COSE a8

level of enduro-type rider competence is
rising rapidly and spreading, And really
fast woods riding places almost the same
demamds on a bike's suspension and han-
diing gualitics &5 meioeross doss. When a
wopds pider rounds an unfamiliar bend =
50 mph and encounters a washoul or g
husimp, it's almost the same a5 a rough and/
O Wel it oCh0Es TErm With these conds-
tions in mind, the pros who build the
Dralesman have used the lessons learned in
budlding each of the models o better the
ather. In the end, both models were 5o
mear 10 being sdentical that the present dif-
ferences were all that remained. The enti-
cisms that we had for the Endurs would
also haodd trse for the Motocross.

In gunning the Molocross arcund Koo
Jeckel™s rather Mat and mot too rough
course, the ke's suspension comes indo its
awn. Where the spring rates were slightly
high on the Enduro, they're perfect on the
Motocross. Whether casing the ramp on a
Jump, smootling out & splash of rpples, or
easing rear wheel torgque to the ground, the
fromi forks and rear shocks seemed plways
in harmony, The saturally shaped handle
bars and carefully positionsd (ootpegs al
lewed rider weight 1o be shifted in order to
keep machime balance in the desired atts-
tude. When the unexpected does come,
things kappen rather slowly: steering resc-
tion i slew and very stabile.

What few changes and compromses are
neoessary will make the Motocross as use-
ful far the amatenr &s it is for the expert. &
ag

much to make

as big ones do, but'if

an expert wants to win, he's
got to have a bike that's
like one of the Dalesmen.

& [halesman’s Trals model o an absolutely
first=rate no=compromise exapert’s (b-
served Triaks machme. An observed trials
B mn event that has several obberved  sec-

tons, over natural terraan, Chat ang separat-
ed by unobserved stretches. The observed
sections ane walched by score keepers who
meark on a tally sheet the number of thimes
a ridber owches groumd with his foor, al-
fows his bike to stop forsard motion, kills
hiis nu_zim_—_ or goes out of bounds. Boundas
nes &re milscated by nbbon oF String. Al
the end of the day, all of the ially sheeis
are accounted and the rider with the least
penalty podnts i the winner

Im order 1o be a suitable trinds mownt, &
hike must be able to do o number of things
well. I1's got to chimb and descend merads-
il -:.I|:||'¢-;. often with Bittle mooam to boilld
up momentum. This requares lots of torque
at the whesl, and good tires 1o convert the
torgque o modion. And so that youo don’t
have to waste your attention on shilting
gears in mid-climb or slhip the cluich, the
torgue must be avarlable over a wery wide
range of engine rpm

Citen you have o make an abrupt Lirn
while making a grade. Perfect balance &
miandatory here, and o rncder must be able
10 iy his weight around on the bike 1o
benelit traction or stability or both, Too,
the steering geametry must be adjusted o
allow very sharp turas withouot sacrificing
i mvuch moderate-spesd stnbility. Since
there's seldom room o wheelie over an ob
stacle before encouniering anather, n good
trials hike has to have as much ground
clearance as possible. Chviously, a trials
hike must b as light as possible

The Dalesman Trials has lighter forks
{that mre drawn hack 1o the steernng heacd
to imcresse steering trail), highter front
wheel hub, softer springs in the forks and
(Girling shocks, smaller seat, and a more
flexible engine than the other Dalesmen.
All it meeds 15 @ leg goand onoits fat mosd-
fler, For people who don®t want 1o go a8t
but snjoy picking arcund in woods, the
Trials works betier than the Enduro. In
the Meéw England events, the I'rials re-
mains undefeated in s class, L
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