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swack a rider in the chops, so this is
a breakthrough of sorts. Only handi-
cap was that guys who trie .d to jump
the rubber band got caught under
the chin and nearly lifted off the
saddle.

Once the band lifts, riders smoke
it for the first turn — about 60 yards
out. Normally, the pack makes a
sharp right, but the course was being
run backwards on Saturday and we
had to hang a left. Crashes were
common here, as not much in the
way of room was available. There
were two lines — and two lines only.
Still, the riders were going so slow
when they tangled, no one got more
than a few scratches and bruises. In
order to make the turn at all, you
damn near have to stop the bike and
wrench it physically around.

All of the front half of the track is
well watered and has snow fencing
lining the straights. In the more re-
mote back sections, there are dusty
sections — little pockets of sand that
turn into wheel-grabbing ruts after
a few races. Most of the track in the
back section is tree-lined and is by
far the most interesting part of the
course. It’s too bad more spectators
didn’t wander back there and take

a look.

The 1)1g conversation piece at
MOTOMASTERS is Devil's Drop—
a diabolical drop-off jump that
launches riders off into the air for
many long seconds. The brave ones
— that is. Taken backwards, like we
took it on Saturday, it's an abrupt
whap in the back and a near str aight
shot up into the air. The harder you
hit it, the more height you gct—not
distance.

Sunday, the fast riders were soar-
ing 40, 50 and 60 feet off the lip of
the ski- -type jump. Ooohs and aaahs
from the spectators.

Around a great deal of the track
are water hoses, and announcer Don-
frio invites the folks to . . . “go ahead
and water the track if youre not
doing anything else; keep that dust
down for the riders. . . ” So the folks
pick up the hoses and do some im-
aginative sprinkling. They always
seem to just miss the riders, but get
other spectators more often than not.
Two kids got in a water fight near
the far end of the track. I don’t think
they saw more than five minutes’
worth of racing the whole day, but
they had a good time.

Tloplnes and money are awarded

the same day and most riders go
home happy. It appears that a week-
end at MOTOMASTERS is more
than just two days of racing. Many
stay 0\(11115_,ht and the low-key par-
t)lllg is good fun. Big (1mpf1rcs
light up and lots of mosquito repel-
lent is spra_\'ed in vain. Some music,
a fair quantity of beer and the fin-
est bench racing that side of the
Mississippi.

Using the excruciatingly accurate
DIRT BIKE course rating sheet as a
guide, we can safely call MOTO-
MASTERS a good course. The start
should be modified slightly (per-
haps radiused) for less congestion
and some water is sorely needed in
the dusty back sections. It's a bumpy,
rutted course, but it features lots of
traction and is a challenge to ride.
And that’s what racing is all about,
anyway.

Having spent some time with the
guys who run it, I feel that they’ll
keep 1mp10\m(r MOTOMASTERS
until it's beyond reproach. They told
me some of their plans and they’re
steadily pumping money and time

into improvin«r an ahm(h good
track. Which is what you'd “do if it
was your track, wouldn’t you? @

SupervVision by Scott

Scott U.S.A., a leader in performance ski goggles now introduces its new
Motorcycle Goggles. These uniquely designed goggles are now available after
extensive research and development in motocross and desert competition,
including the Mint 400 (1st place), the Baja 500 (1st place) and the International

Six-Day Trials.

O All models feature the Scott extra wide RED, WHITE and BLUE STRAP.
[ Controlled atmosphere vent foam greatly reduces dust p&netratmn and foggmg.

[ Optional Polaroid lens reduces glare
“and dust par’étcle reflections which
gives clearer definition of terrain.

O Optional face shield gives added
protection to nose and cheek areas
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