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TEST UPDATE

NOGUGHI STAGE 2

The boss kit f:)r the Yamaha
MX125B: does it work? Nein. ,

By now it is pretty much
understood that if you want to be
seriously competitive in
motocross, something has to be
done to your stock,
out-of-the-crate bike. There are
very, very few machines that are
ready for real motocross
competition off the showroom
floor. Most open class riders
concentrate on smoothing the
power delivery of their brute
machines, while the 250 racer
looks for light weight and
handling, more or less. But in the
125 class the quest is for
horsepower, mountains of
horsepower, pursued at the
-magnitude of the East-West
strategic arms race. There are, to
be sure, many people making
much money pumping the ponies
into the punky pea-shooters.

Horsepower comes to your 125
in two forms. Either you bring
your machine to the local engine
wizard, who grinds your ports and
builds you a pipe, or you send
away for a kit that includes at
least a new cylinder and pipe and
at the most a whole new upper
end assembly. The engine wizards
come in two varieties: those who
know what they’re doing and
those who don’t. The kits come in
similar categories: those that work
and those that don’t. For our
Yamaha MX125B tested last
month, we chose a Noguchi Stage
II kit from Noguchi Motors
(U.S.A.), 3125 Marjan Drive,
Atlanta, Georgia 30340.

Dear MOTOCROSS ACTION:

I am the owner of a 1974
Yamaha 100MX which I have
changed into a Noguchi. When I
received my kit, a Stage II (they
refused to sell me a Stage I), I got
a cylinder, a head that looks like a ) E
stock LT-2 or 3, a piston and ring The boss stickies we got with our kit struck terror into the hearts of
that don’t fit, a reed valve and lowly competition . . . till the gate fell.
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slightly larger transfers.

The stock Yam
and anything is an improvement.

carburetor that are the same as
stock, gaskets, a back-ordered pipe
and a can of Blendzall No
instructions or decals, the
cheapskates. Was I ripped?

Steve Kadel

Terre Haute, Indiana

We think so. Our kit, a Stage II
(they also discouraged us from
getting a Stage I), came with a
cylinder, head, a bitchen pipe, a
set of gaskets and a larger, more
efficient looking reed and
manifold assembly. The piston
was the same as stock and came
with a wristpin and clips but
without a new bearing. A special
cast iron ring was included. The
carburetor that came with the kit
was identical to the stock one
already on the bike. We also
ordered, on the suggestion of the
Noguchi guy, a special still air box
and rear fender assembly which,
after inspection (and since there
were no directions telling us
otherwise), we concluded would
not work. There seemed to be no
way of sealing the bottom of the
air cleaner (a K&N element for a
YZ250 was recommended but not
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Noguchi cylinder (right) has smoothly ground,
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aha pi'pe, bottom, i:s burn‘t The Noguchi reed assembly, left, was larger and offered a more
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The Noguchi head gasket, left, was thicker and set

into a machined recess in the head.

TR

direct intake route.

included) to the air box. We did
get a set of boss stickies and the
can of Blendzall, but no
instructions whatsoever.

The no-instruction trick was
really burnt. You find out the
hard way that (1) a portion of the
bottom cooling fin on the left side
of the cylinder has to be ground
away to clear the clutch cable butt
mounted on the cases, and (2) the
over-the-top kit pipe (looks a lot
like the factory YZ125 pipe)
won’t clear the kit head unless a
substantial amount of finning is
cut from the right side of the
head. Since, as you suspected,
both heads measure out the same,
we used the stock head which
already had the fins cut.

Once all these niggling problems
are ground out, the kit is installed
quite easily, using regular tools
and a free evening. The oil
injection system must be removed,
a simple process of taking off
everything that has to do with the
oil injection and covering the
holes with a dollar kit from your
Yamaha dealer. The throttle feel
after removing the pump is a
million times better than when

you were dragging a spring loaded
oil pump with the carb slide. The
stock throttle cable will not clear
the area between the pipe and the
kit carb unless the cap and angled
cable guide from the stock carb
are used. Or you can use the
whole stock carb, since they’re
both the same. The cable still
snakes around at a bizarre angle
and conjures up visions of stuck
WFO down Banzai Hill. Whatever,
it sure sounds bitchen when you
start it up.

Dear MOTOCROSS ACTION:

I put a Noguchi kit on my ’74
Yamaha 125MX. Ever since, it has
zip reliability. Zero. Zip, slant,
squat. I have not gone riding once
in the past six months without
breaking something. Two rides
and it needs a ring, two more rides
and a new piston. Now my $100
cylinder is ruined. I've been
screwed.

Brad Haak
Alexandria, Virginia

Perhaps. We got a few letters
similar to yours complaining of
burnt reliability with the
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Noguchized Yamaha. When we
showed up at Saddleback with our
Noguchi, reaction from our
friends was consistent and
expected: “Betcha it’ll seize.” It
seemed everybody we knew had
four stories about exploding
Noguchis. As it turned out, a long
practice session, a quick trail ride
with Pierre Karsmakers (wow),
and two 40-minute motos on a
hot day failed to stop the
Noguchi. It never missed a beat.
The surprise came the following
day after we took off the Noguchi
kit and put the stock components
back on. With two laps to go in
the first moto, it ate a piston.

The secret to keeping the
Noguchi alive is meticulous
cleanliness during assembly and
precise air filtration on the track.
Despite what you might hear, the
Noguchi barrel does not have a
chrome bore, but rather a sprayed
iron bore much like the Vesco
road racing Yamahas of yore. Like
a chrome bore, the sprayed iron

o

Kit carburetor, right, is identical to the stock unit.
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The Noguchi cylinder, rigi;t, c‘)ffers a
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much larger intake track, but

they give you the same size carb. Bush.

bore (a thin coat of atomized iron
particles is actually sprayed on the
precision-machined alloy cylinder
wall) runs cooler, distorts less and
is less prone to seizure than a
standard iron bore. However, the
slightest bit of dirt entering the
cylinder will destroy everything.

Road racing engines stay pretty
clean, but motocross engines,
especially with Yamaha air
cleaners, tend to get dirtier than a
kitty in a coal bin. We spent
considerable time and effort
cleaning, greasing and sealing our
stock air cleaner and it paid off.
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and must be cut away.

The can of Blendzall included in
the kit, mixed 32:1, did its job,
too.

Dear MOTOCROSS ACTION:

I just got a Noguchi Stage II kit
for my 125 Yamaha MX and boy,
did I get burned. I put it together
and ran it up and down the street
to break it in and check the
tuning. Everything seemed all
right and the bike felt really fast,
faster than stock. But when I took
it to the track, it turned into a real
pig. I was dead last off the start
(and I usually get good starts), and
everything on the track, including
the last lap sweeper, blew me off.
The stock motor was a lot faster.
Now what should I do?

Peter Fritch
Portland, Oregon

Put all your stock stuff back
on, send the kit back to Noguchi
and try to get your money back.
We switched our Yamaha back to
stock right after the first race for
the same reasons. The horsepower
produced by our 125 Stage II
Noguchi was a high energy zap
way at the top of the powerband
just before the revs signed off,
where it is of little use to the
motocrosser. That’s why you get a
good charge blasting up and down
the street but you do zit on the
track. There is a lot of power
happening, enough to raise your
eyebrows if you hold it on
forever, but it happens so late and
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Lower fin on te Noguchi clinder ill not clear the clutch cable butt

lasts for such a short period of
time, you never get a chance to
feel it. The range you’re in most
of the time puts out power like a
slow trailbike and not nearly as
much as the stock MX. With
reasonable gearing, no matter how
long you hold it on, there’s no
way you can shift up into the next
gear and still stay in the
powerband. Gearing down to
sustain peak power through the
shifts will give you a bike that
needs the whole gearbox to get
through any turn or up any hill. In
other words, this setup is for a
12-speed road racer.

It is our belief that Noguchi
made their error in excessively
radicalizing the port timing, going
for a high power peak that looks
good on the dyno chart, rather
than a broad power range that
works better on the motocross
course. The MX Yamaha comes
stock with excellent port timing
and would benefit from an
increase in power throughout its
range, something that could be
accomplished with mild porting
and a properly designed pipe. The
Noguchi kit gives you a pretty
boss pipe, but the rest of the
goodie box contains stuff you
don’t need, that doesn’t work, or
you’ve already got.

We’ve been quoted prices from
the distributor at $283.95 and
from our local dealer at $299.95
as of this writing. You tell us if it’s
worth it. *

JIM POMOROY

Wearing his

hat. Purchase of this hat will help

support Jim

new super trick autograph

in Europe. No. 109.. $1.25

All items a

name or logo.

vailable with your company

We specialize in custom-made hats with
ny name.

your compa

PRO-AM

Finest quality hat
available anywhere.
Color co-ordinated
factory colors, with
team m/c patches.
One size fits all.

No. 101 . ... $3.95

STROKER HAT
Our newest item!
Hat comes in con-
trasting colors. One
size fits all.

No. 102 .. .. $3.95
M/C VISOR

Quality made visor
with your m/c brand
affixed. One size
fits all.

No. 103 .. .. $2.95

LEATHER
VISOR
Quality genuine
leather visor custom
engraved with M/C
- brands. Fully
. One size

Retail $4.95

ORIGINAL

HOT HAT

The original Hot Hat
in new factory col-
ors and designs.
. Specify Small, Med-
ium, or Large.

No. 105 . ... %$1.00

EUROPEAN
MX C

X CAP
Our newest item. High
quality cotton cap
designed after the
original European MX
cap. M/X rider on
front with M/C brands
on side. Team colors
with color co-ordin-
ated panels. One size

fits all.
No. 112 Retail $2.50

HOT CHEST

Made of all co!{on.
Individually packaged
in display bag. ne
size fits all. Assorted
colors per
design.* Most
Motorcycle Brands.

No 118  Retail $4.95

LEATHER

STROKER
This Is the genuine
original leather
stroker. Hand made
usin finest quality
genulne soft leather
with Swiss embroi-
dered emblem affixed.
No. 114 Retail $12.95

# ITEM | M/C BRAND| PRICE
_SHIPPING 50°
Calif. Residents add g% Tax|

TOTAL
Name
Street
City State Zip
Send to SUN HAT CO,,

Dealer & distributor inquiries invited.

makers of famous Hot Hats
17835 Sky Park Dept. MX
Irvine, Ca 92707
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