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GREE MUSCLE MACHINE
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Kawasaki really blew it.
Seriously blew it.
Last year, Kawasaki was
impressive. They had Brad
Lackey, Jimmy Weinert, Peter
Lamppu and Jim Cooke riding for
them. It was all paying off.
s

Weinert drowned the Europeans in
the mud at the Houston
Trans-AMA. Lamppu had third
place in the National motocross
open class. Wyman Priddy had
tenth place. Jimmy took fourth
nationally with his 250.

With a little road show and
some publicity, Kawasaki could

ini g h Id  eight jillj
Fastest unfinished package in the klass motoerosan. © €% dillion

KAWASAKI KX-125

But they didn’t, because they
didn’t have any.
And if they had brought out
this bike, this little KX 125 we’ve
bY the Staff Of DlnT BlKE been testing, back then ... well,
they’d be more common than
: , ' crushed beer cans at the track on
Sundays. Because this is a really
neat little bike.

It’s a six-speed, rotary valve 125
that makes funny noises as it flies
down the track. That rotary disc
and the fancy pipe give the
exhaust a sort of a whoosh and a
whine that you can get anywhere
in the rev range.

And that’s quite a range, too,
with a maximum of 17.1 at 9500.
But just that one number doesn’t
tell the story. Check out the dyno
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The staff really got off on the KX.

chart and you’ll see that the little
KX pulls evenly across a 6000-rpm
range. In a case like this, it’s the
shape of the line on the chart that
matters.

The dyno built into the seat of
your pants confirms it. You come
off the line and start shifting
wildly. The whoosh and the whine
build, and never fall. It seems like
you can make shifting mistakes in
either direction and never pay for
them. Shift too soon and it’s OK;
the KX still wants to go fast. Shift
too late and all you cost yourself
is about eight-tenths of a
horsepower. It never wants to load
up — for normal riders, that is; Al
Baker says it will on a long
downhill on a Grand Prix course.
But then, that’s Al Baker.

The rest of us found the
machine very competitive in the
125 class. We even managed to
blow off a tricked-out Elsinore in
a couple of drag races. Once again,
it’s the way the KX builds power,
not the maximum numbers, that
counted.

Kawasaki knew the bike would
pull; the stock rear tire is a big
4.10 Dunlop knobby. The whole
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package can fool you; it’s so neat
to be on a 125 with guts. No
waiting for the power to start as
the bigger bikes go by you in
practice. And you can actually
relax, make a corner like you were
on a 250; no 125 slithering
around, afraid it’ll fall off the
power.

Yes, it can fool you. One of the

multitude of laps, then pulled off.
The 400 rider stopped too and
commented that the KX 250
wasn’t too shabby. We didn’t tell
him; we just kept a knee over the
125 decal so he wouldn’t give up
the sport in disgust.

Good points for the KX don’t
stop with the power, either. The
bike has excellent geometry. But
to find that out, you have to be

Oiled foam filter hides behind a number of
fasteners, side plates, etc.

able to separate your feelings
about suspension from your
analysis of the frame. The reasons
for this complication are the KX’s
suspension components: The
shocks are only adequate, and the
forks aren’t that good. But we’ll
get back to that; meanwhile,
there’s the handling to describe.

. i 4 g It’s bitchen.

&5 3 - 2 Because it doesn’t fit into the
Somehow that little motor manages to put normal 125 handling categories.
out 17.1 at the rear wheel. Note the springs Usu ally the little one-n-a-quarters
have short wheelbases that require
straight up and down cornering, or
they’re long, long kinds that seem
to make you horse the chassis
around physically — unless you
slide it. Don’t get us wrong, you
can slide any bike; just back up
into that corner. It’s just that
most 125s don’t have the power
to make that kind of cornering
comfortable, even when they have
the necessary length.

Now, with the KX, you can do
more than slide. Coming in, you
just set everything up the way you
would with any good-handling
’crosser, tap your brakes, start
downshifting, and throw your
shoulders over: and what ho! a

holding the exhaust pipe together; keep after
them, they tend to disappear.

The carb sticks out the right side, like a
rotary is supposed to; the button in front
of the cable is the choke.

DIRT BIKE
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genuine two-wheel drift! It skids
across the corner perfectly, evenly
balanced between front and rear,
smacks the berm and shoots off in
the new direction. Decent!

Coming out is a gas too.
Because that rotary lets the rear
tire grab some ground, and snap
the bike upright again. You start
ignoring your old lines and
showing off, spreading roostertails
all over the spectators. Not
race-efficient; but fun.

On the sweepers, when the bike
was new (and the tire was still
sharp), you could actually
flattrack the KX around, but the
tire’s knobs started ripping and
rounding off in two or three rides.
After that, you had to think out
the sweepers and the off-camber
corners. To keep the worn tire

Caps on the chain adjuster keep the whole
business from sliding down under the
swingarm. .

George slid into some corners.

SEPTEMBER 1974

from coming all the way around,
you have to find a soft spot or a
little berm somewhere on the
corner, then stick the back wheel
in there and keep your hot line.

At least it still works.

On the other end of the scale
for goodies are the forks and
shocks. Our very first ride on the
KX revealed a rebound damping
problem; off a big jump and into
the air, there was a terrifying
clank as the fork springs pushed
the tubes out to their maximum
extension. Then this problem
disappeared and only returned
occasionally thereafter; instead,
the forks bottomed out from then
on. Oh, not constantly; just

Al Baker blew up some berms for us.

-

enough to keep you aware of the
problem, and enough to ensure
that the rider would -carefully
select the smoothest line through
any choppy stuff.

The front end problem never
became a major, mostly because
the bike has motor enough to
make the weight transfer to the
rear possible when the rider was in
doubt.

There were no accessories
available for a bike as new as this
one, so we never experimented
with the Trickit concept, or
anything like that. Sorry.

The back end of the bike didn’t
bother anyone as much as the
forks. But a strange thing happens

Weekend in the shade of
anFnsr-Awn

...the awning,in a case.

’NST-AWNM 1028A E. South St., Anaheim, Ca. 92805  (714) 635-7801
& In Canada « North West Tent & Awning Co., Ltd., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
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KAWASAKI 125

PRICE: retail, approx. $840

ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, rotary
valve

single

DISPLACEMENT: 124.8cc

BORE & STROKE: 56mm x 50.6mm
COMPRESSION RATIO: 8:1
CARBURETION: Mikuni VM26SC
HP @ RPM: (claimed) 22 @ 9750
(actual) 17.1 @ 9500
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-disc

PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear (3.14:1)
GEAR RATIOS: 1) 2. 27 1

2l
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6) 0. 89 1
FINAL DRIVE: 4.61:1, chain
13-tooth countershaft
60-tooth rear sprocket
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: CDI
magneto
LUBRICATION: 20:1 pre-mix
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium
RECOMMENDED OIL: Two-stroke
racing oil
FUEL CAPACITY: 1.7 gallons
FRAME: Single downtube
SUSPENSION:
(front) 6.3-inch telescopic
(rear) 3.5-inch shocks
WHEELS: Shoulderless alloy
TIRES: (front) 3.00x21 Dunlop
(rear) 4.10x18 Dunlop
DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 52.8 inches
Ground Clearance: 7 inches
Seat Height: 33 inches
Handlebar width: 36 inches
Weight: (claimed) 178 pounds dry
(actual) 187 pounds
with a quart of gas
(on front wheel) 43.3%
(on rear wheel) 56.7%
BRAKES: Drum
INSTRUMENTS: None
LIGHTS: N/A
SILENCER: Yes, quiet
SPARK ARRESTOR: No
PRIMARY KICK: Yes
PARTS PRICES: (frequently replaced
items):
Piston assembly: $21.16
Rings: $9.60
Clutch cable: $4.80
Cylinder: $63.80
Shift lever: $6.70
Brake pedal: $6.00
Clutch lever: $2.90
Front fender: $13.92
Rear fender: $24.30
Throttle cable: $4.64
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And Al jumped off some cliffs.

when you get the front end of a
bike sorted out; the shocks are
suddenly terrible. Since the KX
didn’t have impressive absorbers
to begin with, we assume that this
would have happened. Anyway,
that’s what did happen with the
KX 250 we tested a while ago.
Let’s get back to the good stuff;
this time, the brakes. Both are
super. You can adjust the front
for either extreme: two-finger
lock-up with next-to-no lever
travel; or back off everything so
that full-on occurs when the lever
is against the throttle. Or just
leave it somewhere in between. In
any and all cases, the action is
positive and controllable. And the
brakes work without any twist,
unlike some sloppy brakes we’ve
used that want to torque the
handlebars one way or another.
The back stopper just about

DIRT BIKE
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having trouble finding

ELSINORE
PARTS

and accessories?

e Complete stock of Elsinore parts
® Tom Sawyer Bronze swingarm
Bushings

Redline swingarm for 125's &
250's

Koni aluminum shock body kits
Custom porting

Frame cutting

Speedy shipment of all mail orders

call or write - - -

Tom Sawyer Honda
26062 Bouquet Canyon Road
Dept DB
Saugus, CA 91350
(805) 259-4616

finishes off the full-floating brake
myth, too. The rear brake is a
cable-operated unit with a long
anchoring arm, and it works fine.
Better than a lot of floating units
we had the misfortune of locking
up.

There was some amount of
unnecessary activity at the back
end during the usual hard-braking,
nasty-terrain situations, but it’s a
suspension problem again.

We had gearbox troubles on our
last riding day with the KX 125,
right before we gave it back. Two
things happened, each experienced
by all the test riders. First, we had
trouble downshifting out of the
upper gears. The trans seemed to
be hung up above third, but each
time, it could be cured by using
the clutch, just that once. Then
things went right for a long while
after.

And the other thing would only
happen after a sixth gear straight;
someone would be bombing along,
shut everything down for the
corner, and snap down three or
four gears. Usually there’s some
amount of engine braking at this

Cont’d. on page 96

KENDICK'S NEW EXP
CARBURETOR IT’S QUICK!

Quick way to more horsepower.
Quick throttle response with
broader power hand.

Quick starting and non-flooding.
Quick adjustable external jetting.
Quick installation — no pulse or
vapor return line hookups.

EXP carburetors are available in 29mm,
33mm and 40mm. Complete kits from
$49.95. Our kits work beautifully on both
2- and 4-cycle engines. Reed or piston port
induction systems. Write for information.
When ordering specify make, model.

KENDICK Engineering
9520 DeSoto, Chatsworth, California 91311
Phone (213) 882-8668 Dept.-D

LHop up and high performance work our specialty
J

KONI
ALUMINUM

SHOCK BODY KIT

FOR 11.9=124=12.9=134

KIT INCLUDES
SHOCK BODIES, PRE-MEASURED FLUID
INSTRUCTIONS & ALL NECESSARY HARDW ARE

$49.95

DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS WANTED

dynamic
duo

SILICONE

FORK FLUID
$4.29

NO FOAMING - NO VISCOSITY CHANGE
MOLY DISULFIDE ADDED FOR SUPER LUBRICATION

4 OVERLAPPING VISCOSITIES

OURS PETROLEUM EQUIVALENT
SOFT 5-15 WEIGHT
MEDIUM 15-30 WEIGHT
FIRM 25-40 WEIGHT
EXTRA FIRM 35-50 WEIGHT

POPPY ¢

820 N, HOLLYWOOD WAY BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91505

(213) 845-6766
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HOLDS COMPLETE
SET OF TOOLS

Universal tool bag rolls up into
compact package that can be
strapped to crossbar, frame or
rear fender. Heavy duty vinyl with
attached stretch cords. Foam
padded interior to prevent tools
from rattling. Rich black color.
Retails at only $8.95.

New C/P/U catalog . . . largest in the
industry . . . only $3.00 postpaid.

CYCLE PARTS UNLIMITED, INC.
1426 E. Douglas * Wichita, KS. 67214

DIRT BAG
|
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KAWASAKI
Cont’d. from page 46
point, but the KX would feel like
it was in a neutral. If you pushed
down another cog, there’d
definitely be a gear, but it would
be the wrong one. One too low
and the engine would really sing.

On the other hand, if you
ignored the neutral feeling, went
through your corner and got back
on the gas, it would turn out to be
in the right gear. Strange. Maybe
the detent was sitting in the slot,
but it wasn’t fully engaged.

However, it happened after a
solid month of riding and
probably reflected some worn
surfaces. But we let you down
again because we didn’t find out
exactly what was going on, and we
gave the bike back.

Enough apologizing.

BITS AND PIECES

The KX really is one of those
bikes you read about that makes
people walk up to you and tell
you how good looking it is. They
did it all the time. We usually sold
them subscriptions to the
magazine.

Layout was good, fitting our
entire range of editors without
any hassles. That’s from a high of
six feet to a low, low of 5’ 8”.

Kawasaki has pumped a lot of
pleasant little details into this
machine. Examples are the fuel
filter already in the line (though
it’s one of the kinds we didn’t
like); the inspection hole for
adjusting the carb even though it’s
inside the cases (rotary,
remember?); the double sheaths
on wear points of the cables; the
cap that locks the chain adjuster
onto the swingarm, preventing the
all-too-common rotating adjuster
problem.

Two more details deserve
special mention. The first is the
inspection screw in the fork caps.
You just use a big screwdriver to
get it out and then you can check
the level of the fork fluid with a
dipstick. Fabulous. Doubt is
banished forevermore.

And the second is the manual.
Instead of the old-style rider’s
handbook, Kawasaki gives you
what amounts to a shop manual.
The kind you used to have to pay
ten bucks for. It’s a genuine
maintenance manual, giving you
all kinds of values to measure

HONDA ELSINONE: THRASMED. CRASHED, BASHED
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FLYING BuTe: -
N FLORDA e

They're back issues but they'll never be
dated. The concise detailed information on
products and performance are just as per-
tinent today as the day they were written.
Available in limited quantities. Don’t miss
out.

i ONov.71 OFeb. 72 OMar. 72 i
' Night Girling Troubleshoot '
{ Motocross shocks your bike E
i OaApril 72 OMay 72 Odune72 !
\ Go Get in Cornering -
H downhill shape 1
i |
i Oduly 72 OAug.72  ONov.72 !
H How Sand Trail !
: to crash riding riding !
! Opec. 72 Odan. 73 OFeb.73 |
i Husky 125 2 stroke oils Jetting !
i i
i OMar. 73 DOApril 73 O May 73 !
H How pros Kawasaki 250 Enduro |
: maintain bikes 250 test shootout E
i OJdune 73 OJuly 73 OAug. 73 !
i Block 250 Husky Silencer !
H passing 6-speed Shootout i
! [DOSept. 73 DOct. 73 ONov.73 |
£ Silencer Penton Trail
' Shootout Speaks Trickery

O Jan. 74 OFeb. 74 OMar. 74
! Vibration-Proofing The steel The art of i
H lights wombat towing .

OApr. 74 OmMay 74 OJune 74
H Cylinder Boring Test and fix Plastic

the Suzuki Sprockets

OJuly 74
Spring Rates
Decoded

Check issue desired. Enclose check or money !
order for 75¢ per issue, plus 25¢ per issue
for postage and handling. Da-9

DIRT BIKE Magazine
Back Issues Dept.
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316
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parts against so that you catch '
worn components before they
result in DNF’s. That even
includes little things like brake
return springs and all. There’s even
a picture showing how to use a
plastic bag to lube your cables; if
someone had sent that in to us as
a hot setup, we would’ve paid
them five dollars.

And we have a couple of

EXPERTS

TRIUMPH SUZUKI

of
POMONA, CAL.
1090 E. HOLT (714) 623-4431

pigle
Big Printing
o HOW
TO
WIN
AT

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Bikes * Parts -

Accessories
Catalog Available

snivels. Naturally. First one was
the flat rear tire. It happened
twice. Seems that one of the

rimlocks just wore out the tube.
Twice. Ugh. We hate changing
tires.

The footpegs are held in place
with a simple bolt through the
mount. The constant flopping of
the pegs wears out the cheap bolt
fast. Replace those bolts with the
best you can find, or you’ll be
sorry later.

White plastic fenders seem to be
the style these days; admittedly,
they’re light and neat looking, but
we found cracks in the rear one. It
also got permanently deformed
and discolored when George
managed to get himself run over
by a Maico. It looked like one of
those plastic dishes that’d been
left on a stove by accident.

One last snivel. The air box
design is simple and the snap-on
side/number plates are a good
idea. But we’re not convinced that
the seal is adequate for a really
sloppy motocross track with water
crossings and such things on it.
The drain for this box is a plastic
thingie at the bottom that swivels;
turned in the wrong direction, it
could act like a scoop for water
thrown off thei rear tire. We’d
suggest you 3M it down.

AgH”

Used by the U.S. CZ Racing Team
Gives improved H.P. throughout
the entire RPM Range

125 CZ Std. $52.95

125 Reed, 250, 400 CZ's $57.95

Engines by Chenda Lelck
Rebuilding and Custom porting by a real
expert. 25 yrs. in the CZ factory. He
knows his stuff!!

8 RACING

Also parts for

PENTON DKW RICKMAN INDIAN

When you're
serious about car-

buretion . .. consider

the LAKE INJECTOR.

oy the £difrs of DIRT BIKE

Tired of bruising your Beezer . . .
Knicking your knobbies . . . skinning
your shins? Well, HOW TO WIN AT
RACING written by the editors of DIRT
BIKE Magazme could be the answer to
your problems.

Learn how to get started, how to
ride in sand, over rocks, passmg sliding,
water hazards jumping, how to get in
shape, what machine or what use, how
to get sponsored and, heaven forbidH!
CRASHING.

SUMMARY
Super-neat and competitive. If
you go to the trouble (and you
should) and sort out the
suspension, then you can give the

LB B B B B N N N B B B B B B
HOW TO WIN AT RACING
| Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 [ |
] $5.00 plus 50¢ for postage and handling. 1
l Enclosed is my check (or money order)l

rs$ Please send me copy (ies)
[ | of the HOW TO WIN AT RACING book. [ ]

|
: Name I
§ Address 1
1 City. |
State Zip
D4-9 )
LB &R &R N N N B N N N |
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get past that hassle, you’ll be able
to drive the KX around the track
with a complete disregard for
sanity. Stuff it into corners, do
mighty leaps, throw rocks at the
people behind you, all that neat
stuff.

It’s just too bad they didn’t
have this thing on the market last
year, instead of giving away the
first innings to Honda. o

MX ace Gary Bailey says, “ : Increased horsepower
HOW TO WIN AT RACING has got to | | local Elsinores some real Immediate starts
be the best thing for dirt bikers in years. competition. Because once you Improved gas milage

Available for 2 & 4 cycle

e s
Marketed exclusively by

INTERNATIONA
ENGINEERING

13240 NORTHRUP WY
bellevue wn 98005

206 746 5750
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